Wests, West's & West Hill Settlement Montserrat, West Indies 


Being asked to provide information from the archives about the West family of Montserrat, and having 
some time before noticed the small areas "Kate Howe's Land", "Perches Settlement" and "West Hill 
Settlement" on the east coast of the island, all the archival references to "West" - people - and "West's" - 
the place - have been assembled, demonstrating the origins of the West Hill Settlement. 


The results are detailed below to exhibit the variety and quality of the sources, and there are provided 
many images from the documents, almost all of which have been digitised by, and originals stored at, the 
Montserrat National Trust. 
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1870 map of east coast around Tar River showing the location of West Hill Settlement 
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1870 map detail 


Curiously the Settlement is not found on three detailed 1960s 
maps of Montserrat, before reappearing on a 1983 tourist map. 


1983 tourist map detail 


The earliest reference found to a West is "Robert West" in the 1677-8 census transcribed in V.L.Oliver's 
"Caribbeana" Vol.2 p.316 


Mounseratt 1677-8. CAPT. PETER COVE’S DIVISION, 

HEERE FOLLOWEES A LIST OF ALL THE MEN, WOEMEN, & White 
CHILDREN WHITES & BLACKS, WHICH ARE CONTEYNED mien, 
IN THE SEVERALL DIVISIONS IN THE ISLAND OF MOUN- Peter Cove & W™ Winhbridge 2 
SERRATT, VIZ. John Ching & Robert Weat 2 


and a 1673 map of Montserrat shows the location of "Capt.Pieter Cove's plantation" M (perhaps the later 
Duberys estate) on the west coast just north of "Norrishe’s River" 6, later Norris River, now known (only 
since the 1930s according to records) as Nantes River. 


1673 map detail, annotated From the original held in the John Carter Brown Library 


. The Old Fort and Brisket's Bay 
. The town called Stapletown 
. Bay upwards of one-half mile long and near as deep 


A. The Captain General's House and Plantation 1 

B. The Sessions and Prison House 2 

C. Capt. Freeman's and Capt. Brambles Plantation and Waterwork 3 

D. F.Simon's and Lt. John Davie's Waterwork and Plantation 4. Brisket's Folly 

E. Dr. Alecs Nicholson's Plantation 5. Freeman's Beach and River 

F. Lt.Col. Theodore Leisring's Plantation 6. Norrishe's River 

G. Capt. Muyle Johnson's Plantation 7. Cleverly River, now Cove's 
8 
9 


H. John Ely's House and Plantation . Capt. Johnson's River 
|. Major Thomas Caine's Plantation . Lt. John Davie's River 
K. Capt. William Carr's House and Plantation 10. Soldiers Ghaut River 
L. Pieter Scheurman's House and Plantation 11. Binam's River and Capt. William Carr's 3/4 mile long and all sand 


M. Capt. Pieter Cove's Plantation 12. Capt. William Carr's Little Bay, 1/4 mile long 


ST. GEORGE, MONTSERRAT. "Robert West" is also found in 
A List of children baptized in the Parish of St George in the Island of Mountserat "Caribbeana” Vol.1 pp.88/89/92 


from May 11", 1721, to the 12'" of November 1729 from the Register. and these entries are similarly 
1721 May 11 Mr Nathanael Harris had a child baptized Frances i 
17 Elizabeth d. of W™ Chilcot & Eleanor his wife fecolted by Dailies Sormenne Wne 
transcribed from "Caribbeana”, and 


June 12 veel d. « Weare & Mary his wife 
19 lence d. o' les D'wolf & : his wife pen 

July 10 Jane d. of John Dowdy & Mary bis wife very many other original church 

Aug. 20 John S. of John Dal ii 

Oct. 15 Alice d. of Robert W. 
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MARRIAGES IN ST. PATRICK’S PARISH. 


1723 Dec. 23 Hugh Ryley & Jane Kelly by L. 
1724 Jan. 17 Robert West & Katharine Griffin. B. 


Mary D. of John Carew & Mary his wife 
Anne d. of W™ Kelly & Mary his wife 


iz a) Ke ) - piv July 3 Margaret d. of Thomas Rock & Eleanor his wife 
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There was another much more detailed census taken in Montserrat in 1729, and the entry for "Robert 
West, carpenter" would appear to show that the two daughters recorded baptised above did not survive. 
He, his wife and son, and a single "Negro Woman", presumably enslaved, were according to the entry 
living in St.George Parish (on the central east of Montserrat) with a house, 1% acres (of which “4 acre was 
an indigo crop), one pig and a gun. Almost certainly this shows that he (or perhaps his father Robert before 
him in the 1673 census, given the 55 year elapsed time) was formerly an indentured servant who 
according to practice would be given a small plot of land at the end of their servitude. 


1729 census detail from "Caribbeana" 
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The limited accuracy of this census, and of Somerville's transcriptions, is demonstrated however by a 
record in the Registry Book of Deeds of 1732 ' 


which notes Robert West junior and wife Catherine selling to Redmond Keige 4 acres for £24; in the 
description of the bounds defining the land one neighbour is "Robert West Snr" (unlikely to be a 
transcription error of "Jnr" as the convention was to prefix a repeated name with "the said" ) - presumably 
the husband of Mary and the father of Alice, Catherine and Nathanael - and quite possibly of Robert West 
junior. Somerville has confounded the two Roberts recorded in Oliver's work. Nor are there two Robert 
Wests in the census. Had one arrived in Montserrat in the interim 3 years? Was one not a property owner, 
but counted incognito in the household of another? Were the 4 acres sold acquired after 1729? Did Robert 
West junior and Catherine sell up and leave island like many, as large plantations absorbed smallholdings? 


The record of this sale of 1732 has a note that Keige transferred ownership to John Hart junior in 1738, 
both transactions not being registered until 1764. The Montserrat Registrar's Books of Deeds though 
extensive are not definitive, there being many evident instances of the non-recording of transactions, 
besides the earliest records destroyed by French incursions from neighbouring French Guadeloupe. 


A long gap, then in 1778 there is a record 2 of a "William West Snr Gentleman" (signed with an X, his mark) 
selling enslaved Minamina for £50 to a Mary Stuce. In a 1781 will ° proved in 1782 there is information 
about a West family. In summary; will of Michael West planter; sons Robert and Michael West, daughters 
Sarah, Mary and Ann West, witness John West planter; Robert to inherit the land (or Sarah if Robert has 
died before inheriting), which was bounded to the east by William West Senior and to the west by William 
Irish Esquire (Tar River plantation). Enslaved Harry, James, Old Paul, Mary, Mimba, Genny, Peg, Richard, 
Nelly, Susannah, Jacob, and Chloe were to be shared amongst his children, and boy William was to be 
sold off, together with a cow, to pay debts and funeral expenses. 


In the same year of 1782 neighbour (?uncle) William West senior sold to Susannah West enslaved Jane 
and Daphny for £50, and to Mary West enslaved Flourita with her children Mial and Phibba for £90. * Was 
Susannah West perhaps a manumitted Susannah, unrecorded, mentioned in Michael West's will? More 
likely it is a clerical error for Sarah West - Michael West's daughter and likely niece to William West. 


William West's will of 1790 ° proved in 1792 left "all my lands, houses, negro houses & appurtanances" to 
son William, or to son John should William not survive his father; perhaps he did not, as he does not 
appear further in the record, unlike brother Robert and sisters Mary and Elizabeth West. Enslaved Sally, 
Solinda, William, Spy, Jack, Daphne and Joan are to be shared out amongst his four offspring. The year 
before Mary had gifted brother Robert, described as "planter", ° enslaved Betty and a boy (not Betty's son) 


' MNT Image Ref : ROD_MNI_1762_431 
? ROD_MNI_1778-81_561 
3 ROD_MNI_1782-83_028 
4 ROD_MNI_1782-83_095 
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Pitt - about both of whom more later. A different Mary West (?daughter of Michael West mentioned in his 
will above) witnessed the will with her X. And immediately after the proving of William's will John West 
"planter" gifted enslaved Joan to his sister Elizabeth. ” 


In 1798 Robert West gentleman manumitted "mulatto child named Sally daughter of a Negro Woman 
named Diannah the property of Richard Neave Esq" - probably the enslaved Sally inherited from his father, 
perhaps his daughter or even half-sister. Sally paid the 5 shilling charge for the deed. ® 


Reaching the 19th century, the records become more numerous, and a more detailed history emerges. 

In 1802 Robert West planter and wife Frances sold enslaved "Negro boy" Martin to Thomas B Guest 
merchant for £132 °, and John West sold Jem, Jack and Daphne (the last two probably named in William 
West's will of 1790 above) to John Haynes Skerrett for £450 '°. Skerrett was a formerly enslaved "mulatto 
who was manumitted in 1792 by Nicholas Hill, attorney to Ann Hussey widow of a plantation owner who 
had retired to France "; Skerrett became rather successful as an entrepreneur, including slave-trading - 
somewhat tempered by several manumissions - dying in England in 1807 aged 42. " '° 


In 1809 Robert West acquired enslaved Phillis and her daughters Dinah and Posey from Mark Dyett for 
£220 ", selling on in 1811 to Thomas Furlonge merchant for £140 slave girl Diana/Dinah. "© 


A different source of information from this period are the volumes of Local Acts, held at the Montserrat 
Public Library, but digitised by and copies held at the Montserrat National Trust following the British Library 
Endangered Archives project of 2014 "Montserrat in written records and photographs: preserving the 
archive for the nation and the Montserrat diaspora (EAP769)" '° Of particular interest are the names and 
locations of Property Tax payers in the capital Plymouth from 1804 to 1855 annually, with slave-owning 
payers of the Slave Tax from 1810 to 1834, followed by Land Tax payers to 1855 thereafter. As the earliest 
triennial Montserrat Register of Slaves is 1817 there is unique information from just before, and later an 
alternative source of plantation ownership names which are not always clear from the Registers. 


No "West" is found in Plymouth property records but are in the Slave Tax ones; some images are below. 
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From this last it may be inferred that Robert West had died. He must have had some financial problems 
judging by the numbers of enslaved listed diminishing, and there is a record of a Sale by Public Auction on 
January 23rd 1813 in execution of a court order, whereby "his" enslaved "Negro Woman Nelly" was sold by 
the Deputy Provost Marshal to James McKenly for £180 1” 


Also in 1813 Mary West spinster manumitted enslaved girl Leah the daughter of "her" enslaved Phibba, for 
£33 paid by Leah. "° 


Mary and Elizabeth West and brother John seem to have died within the next couple of years as by 1815 
only Sarah West is named for the tax for two enslaved, with Mrs Frances West still taxed on eight. 


=! 1815-16 | Mleancer Miat>.--\d\ 


But in fact Mary and Elizabeth merely seem to have been omitted from the tax schedule for some reason - 
they reappear in the Slave Register; there are instances of being exempted on grounds of poverty shown 
in the record from other sources held at the Public Library and digitised by the Trust - Assembly and 
Legislative Council Minutes (sparse) and Court Records (more extensive) - see previously referenced 
"Montserrat in written records and photographs: EAP769" 


ere’, 


In 1817 Sarah West bought enslaved "mulatto" girl Nancy Potts for £100 from Sir Thomas Neave's 
attornies for Roches/Palmetto Point plantation nearby '°. Nancy appears listed in the first Montserrat Slave 
Register of that year; she was seventeen years old. 
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Etienne must have been Mary Rose's son, Richard possibly also. 


Another seventeen year old, a "Fanny West" (aka Frances) is found in the list of 595 enslaved on Thomas 
Hill's several plantations for the same year; quite possibly she was the subject of an unrecorded sale by 
Robert West as his enslaved holding number shrank over the five or more years previously - an enslaved 
person after sale would often be given a suffixed name corresponding to a previous "owner's". 


1817 Slave Register p.246 
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By 1821 Sarah West had died; there is no will recorded. The entry in the Slave Register by her executors 
shows (by referring back) that child Etienne had also died ("One by Death" ), and Mary Rose and recent 
daughter Fanny had been sold to the Dagnam/Dagenham plantation, another Sir Thomas Neave property, 
to join one hundred others enslaved there; again there is no Deed of Sale recorded. 
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What is recorded is a Deed of Manumission of 1821 2° dated less than two months after the Slave Register 
entry, freeing "mustee slave girl Sarah Ann the daughter of Nancy Potts", for £20 paid by James Masters 
Esquire. Given Sarah Ann's age she probably stayed at the West property with her mother. By April 1828 
Nancy had been "gifted" to Elvira Allers, presumably by Sarah West's executors though no record found, 
and if Louis Vasseau was her son, brother to freed Sarah Ann, then by 1825. 
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She was manumitted by Allers in September 1830 and marked freed in the 1831 Register of Slaves. *' 
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Three had died at Mary West's - Mile in his 40s, Richard under 7 and Martin under 4. 
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1824, and two more infants had been born at Frances West's 


No change in numbers with Mary and Elizabeth West's returns that year, but in the Methodist Register of 
Marriages (which unions were not recognised as legal until 1839) Present West, who (assuming she is the 
same Present at Mary West's) would have been about 16, became wife to an Isaac White, a distiller at 
nearby Whites aka Windward plantation. 


This is the ony Isaac recorded there. 
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Their daughter Sarah Hyde (Hyde being the surname of the Methodist minister who married them) was 
baptised by a later minister in 1828, as shown in the Methodist Baptisms register. 
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The 1828 Slave Register entry confirms 
it is Present from Mary West's, showing 
that Present and ?mother Phibba have 
been manumitted, though the deed is 
not found recorded. 


Isaac, pill was still enslaved at pel ehsils 


By the final bes of 1831 oll ned a son Thames Hyde 


Three more of their children are 
found in the Methodist Baptism 
Register at later dates 


Doll White at Elizabeth West's, recorded as eighteen in the 1817 Slave Register, had son David, fathered 
by William dete baptised | in 1830. Davy/David is listed in Elizabeth West's 1831 Slave Register entry. 


Their first child Sarah, baptised in 1826 ("Sarah West" must be an error on Hyde's part, as no Sarah is 
found at any West's) appears not to have lived long as she is not found either. A Billy Cooper aged about 
forty-five in 1826, is found enslaved, location unspecified, by Dudley Semper, but whether he is the same 
Billy is unknowable. 


_ Mary West had also by 1828 inherited 
three enslaved persons from Bridget 
_ Hogan; no record of will found 


Elizabeth West's 
entry 1828. 


Joan had died aged about 60, and baby Sarah Hyde born to Present at Mary 
West's seems to have migrated to Elizabeth West's entry as enslaved and then 
freed by manumission - another deed not recorded. Unless of course Doll's 
Sarah was also named Sarah Hyde, it is most likely clerical confusion. 


At Frances West's, Matthew had died not older than 32, and young "Co/oured" Frances had a new sister 
Betsy / Elizabeth; their mother was probably Kitty, age 35, and father perhaps George Wyke, a carpenter, 
whose 1840 will 2? names many of his "natural children" though not Frances and Betsy. George was a 
formerly enslaved "mulatto" who paid £330 for his 1797 manumission to Ann Wyke, a widow in Antigua, 
from the family that formerly owned Wykes/Weekes plantation. 7° 


22 ROD _MNI_1839_175 
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In 1829 these two Wyke girls were manumitted by Frances West, % by paying a nominal 5 shillings each; 
quite possibly it was George Wyke's money, who had paid up quite liberally since his own manumission to 
free several others, including possibly his son George. * He is also recorded in 1831 as the "owner" of 
nine enslaved persons and received £195 3s 5d compensation for their emancipation. The 1833 Property 
Tax roll further shows his ownership of 6 properties in Plymouth. 
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At Frances West's, it appears that baby Betsy had died, and that Kitty had died, aged under 40, having 
given birth to another daughter named Betsy. But as Frances and Betsy are given the same ages as in the 
1828 Register, and further have been manumitted, it is obvious that this is just another incidence of clerical 
sloppiness. 
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There is no entry for Mary West, nor an executor, in the 1831 Register index. Floritta, Francois, Joseph and 
William have no deeds of manumission recorded, nor, examining the entire Register, are they recorded 
elsewhere. The conclusion may be that they were manumitted under the terms of the unrecorded will of 
Mary West, although Floritta would have been nearly eighty years old by 1831. 


There is no entry in the Slave Tax rolls of 1830-32 for any West; in fact none since "Mrs West", only, in the 
1828 list, and before that in the 1823 list. This must be more than error of omission; it seems likely that the 
Wests' land was provision land only growing food, and that the enslaved living there were regularly rented 
out to a neighbouring large plantation, with part of the arrangement being that the Slave Tax due on them 
was paid by that estate, though no such formal agreement is recorded. 
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By the terms of the will of Frances West dated 25th April 1833 recorded 18th June 1833, *° all the enslaved 
were manumitted; furthermore they together with already freed Fanny and Betsey inherited all West's 
houses, land and personal effects. This seems to be the start of the West Hill Settlement. 
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Though the bulk of the entries in the final 
Register of Slaves are dated 1831, there are a 
few late ones dated up to 22nd March 1834, 
the Register being signed off by Henry 
Hamilton, President of the Colony, on 2nd of 
May 1834. With Emancipation due in just three 
months time, the only real need for this record 
was perhaps as backup to a claim for 
compensation by "slave-owners". The only 
West from Montserrat claiming was Elizabeth 
West. 


Elizabeth West spinster 


Montserrat 175 £53 4S 8D [3 Enslaved] 29tn Feb 1836 Source: Centre for the Study of the Legacies of British Slavery 7’ 


Her will of 1842, proved in 1846, 7° left all the land and 

property she owned "at Tar River" to her friends Samuel 

Lee Irish and Thomas Masters Howes. Is this what 

became known as Kate Howe's Land just below West Hill 
Settlement? 


It is shown on the other side of 
the Tar river on the 1983 map. 
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Perhaps there crept into the record a corrupt spelling of the West Will Settlement, especially as the outline 
shown on the 1870 map is a long thin strip of land sloping down almost to the sea below Mulcare estate 
rather than a defined hill. If 1,318 acres is the given area of the estates outlined in red on the map 7° what 
area might West Hill Settlement cover? 10 acres? 15? Cross-referencing the sales of small acreages sold 
in the 1840s °° with the Land Tax lists of the same period in the Local Acts the names and imputed size of 
their land in these lists give a good indication of the rise of the smallholding peasantry after the end of 
Apprenticeship in 1838 when agricultural workers were no longer bound to the plantations where they had 
been enslaved. 


The £100 nominal valuation of West Hill in 1846 °'- Peter West 
& Others" (in fact Pitt West) is as small as any, save a handful 
assessed at £50. 


In 1848 Pitt/Peter West took on a 7 year lease of a small part of Hermitage estate land adjacent to West 
Hill at £22 10s p.a. °* Aneighbour, to the south, was Quaw Osborne who in 1836 had bought in the region 
of 3-5 acres for £43 4s from George Wyke carpenter *° (thus perhaps confirming his likely paternity of 
Frances and Betsey Wyke at Frances West's next door). Wyke had aquired the land on marriage to Elvira 
Allers, (who had manumitted Nancy Potts in 1830 - keep up !) in 1832 * ; she may have already died as 
she is not party to the sale nor mentioned in Wyke's will of 1840 * 


Sub-Enclosure 6 in Enclosure 4 in No. 18. nile Repor-Ontae Bide Hook (eerste 
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Return of Sucar Estates and Lots of Lanp sory under the Property Tax Act. authorities) for 1856 West Hill is listed 

- wie | | amount a8 SOld off for arrears of Property Tax; 
Nature of Estate. or otherwise, “stg. | Sterling. Sierting 
| ae £ 24| 8 s d.| © ota 
Gerrald’s Estate Sugar Estate - © +/| Uncultivated- (3,100 0 0/923 5 0/25 00 
Silver Hill Pasture Estate - - Ditto -| 200 0 0} 110 o| 013 6 
Morris’s - - - Corn Estate - «| Cultivated -| 444 00/ 367/410 
Hell's Gate - - » | Pasture Estate - - | Uncultivated- | 154 0 0 S$ 3} 1 ome 
West Hill - -| . | Provisionground ~-| Cultivated -/| 75 001 011 31450 


however the records show (though not in the West 
Hill case above, it is unrecorded) that the owner or 
relative nearly always bought the property back at 
the Provost Marshal's public auction - thus 
delaying the tax payment to the very latest 
possible. 


29 http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g5056gm.qct00461 


3° https://docs.qgoogle.com/spreadsheets/d/1A8VJGSKs5159-W-gDWb8HTDDe80hkPucUrJfVo_rCSw/edit?usp=sharin 
31 MPL_82_18 121 

32 ROD_MNI_1844_097 

33 ROD_MNI_1832-39_356 

34 ROD_ MNI_1832-39_ 207 

35 ROD_MNI_1839_175 


The history of the island of Montserrat under British colonialism was, like other early West Indian colonies, 
a history of small scale farming of tobacco and indigo, followed by sugar grown on ever larger plantations 
with ever larger populations of enslaved labour, eventually dwindling to specialist crops such as lime and 
sea-island cotton. Most smallholding European settlers without capital means to expand and compete, or 
business and family connections to foster trade, sold up in the 18th century and moved to larger islands or 
to the expanding and seemingly limitless opportunities in continental North America. 


A few families struggled on; the Wests eked out a living on their small windy patch of ground perched 
above the waters of the Atlantic ocean. Though the relationship was exploitative and unequal, they and 
their enslaved workers formed a steady long lasting community of sorts, which changed only gradually with 
deaths and births as in any rural community of the time, until the descendants of the original Wests on 
Montserrat just faded away, the community nonetheless continuing, though for how long living at West Hill 
has not been established - see the appendix for later records. The growth of nearby villages like Bethel, 
Long Ground and Harris drew individuals and families away from the land itself; probably the descendants 
of Betty, Cuffy, George, Jemmy, Pitt, Mingo, Nelly, Nancy, Richard, Fanny and Betsey, ( some assuming the 
surname West as perhaps did Jack Ebo, Doll and Davy at Elizabeth West's just across the river) continued 
to grow their provisions on West Hill land, their land, until it was swept away by the volcano in the late 
1990s. 


| 
| 


West Hill 
under volcanic agi 
>>>>>> See 
» 


Pyroclastic flow debris on Montserrat Satellite image c.2012 


APPENDIX 


These are other items found in the archives with a West name. The Registers of Slaves may reveal other 
Wests enslaved elsewhere on the island. The 20th century records remain to be digitised and made 
available. 


23 Nov 1860 John Rawlins Semper & wife Mary Matilda sold to Alexander & William Frederick , 1 acre 
"neither more nor less". In trust for David West, wife Gertrude & children. Part of Harris estate. By church, 
high road & Paradise estate. Paid: £13 10s MNT Ref ROD_MNI_1853_ 380 


7 Jan 1865 JT Allen, Treasury Officer sold to WA Bramble, schoolmaster & William Osborne, carpenter, 1 
acre. In trust for Leah, wife of Nathaniel Parson, labourer, & children. Part of Harris estate. By Lydia Harper 
West, JT Allen & Charles Harris, at the high road at the top of the hill. Paid: £25 10s 

MNT Ref ROD_MNI_1866_307 


1 Jun 1868 Elizabeth Sarah Dyett, spinster sold to JT Allen, notary public & John J Buffong, freeholder 
a property in Plymouth for £15 sterling. In trust for Matthew Edward Griffith, labourer, his mother Cobeira 
Griffith & Frances West, widow & then his natural children. On George St, formely Judith Sullivan's. 

MNT Ref REGDEEDS_1866-74_ 222 


22 May 1885 William West replaced HB Fox as company attorney of The Montserrat Company Ltd 
MNT Ref REGDEEDS_1874-92_316 


20 Apr 1896 Ellen Ruth Irish, wife of George Henry Irish, both in Great Britain, leased for 5 years 


@ £24 p.a. Blakes & Lookout estate to James Benjamin West - butcher, William Herbert - carpenter, 
RW Griffith- planter MNT Ref MNI_ROD_1892_086 


A Methodist marriage 1841 - Thomas West and Catherine Thomas 
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From the Methodist Baptisms Register to 1880 


ed he 


Thomas Hyde White, son of Present West & Isaac White - age about 32 
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From Delores Somerville's notes: 


Anglican Metso: in Plymouth 
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1911 


Burials at St Anthonys 
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